
Objectives 

At the end of this session, participants should be able to 

1. Analyze common concerns clinicians face in the assessment and treatment of pain 

2. Identify approaches to working with patients who are candidates for prescriptions for 
opioids. 

3. Analyze common concerns clinicians face in the assessment and treatment of pain 

4. Outline models of addiction and their relationship to responsibility or culpability 

5. Analyze common clinical scenarios that pose ethical challenges related to the treatment 
of persons with Opioid use disorders. 

6. Identify common clinical approaches to supporting patients with opioid use disorder such as 
medically assisted treatment. 

Prior to today’s session, you should view these two videos: 

Mark Kuczewski, Ethical issues in the US Opioid Crisis 

Nate Kittle, MD, Treating Patients with Opioid Use Disorder 

 

8:30 - 9:30 a.m.   Reflection Small Group Sessions 

9:45 – 11:00 a.m. Small group task https://health.gov/our-work/health-care-quality/trainings-

resources/pathways-safer-opioid-use/training 

Each group will view two characters in this interactive program. Every group will view the patient 

(James Parker) and one additional character that your group will be assigned (Pharmacist, Nurse, 

Physician).  Your group will be asked to say a few words as part of the large group discussion that 

follows. In particular, you should come to the large group prepared to talk about 

a. What were the main challenges that confronted your character? How did they do at managing 

the challenges? How could they do better? 

b. What seems to be important to patients in these scenarios? 

Your group’s experience will vary as a result of which answer you select when the interactive scenario 

poses a question to you. Don’t worry too much as a group about trying “to get the answer right.” Try 

to learn the lessons provided by whatever answer you select. 

11:15 – Noon Discussion with Drs. K & K  
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