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The next CVI Seminar will be held on Thursday, 
February 21, 2008 at 4:00 pm in The Van Kampen 
Conference Center, Building 110, Room 6294.  Our 
speaker is: 
 

W. Robert Taylor, Ph.D., M.D. 
Professor of Medicine and Biomedical Engineering 

Emory University School of Medicine 
Atlanta, GA 

 
The title Dr. Taylor’s talk will be announced at a 
subsequent mailing. 

 
 

For further information about the CVI Seminar Series, 
contact Dr. Leanne Cribbs at  x72817. 
 
 

 
 
                  February 14……….Dr. J. Walenga 
                  February 28...……..Dr. D. Hoppensteadt 
 
CVI Journal Club is held at 12:00 noon in the CVI 
Research Division Conference Room, Rm 5215. For 
further information, contact Dr. Ken Byron at x72819. 
 
 

 
 
The Cardiology Division and the CVI Research Division 
are sponsoring a series of joint seminars by Loyola 
Faculty.  The following seminar is scheduled at 7:30 am 
in the Van Kampen Conference Center: 

 
February 14…………….Dr. Kyle Henderson 

 

 
The title of Dr. Henderson’s talk is: 
 

"A Treatment For Cardiovascular Disease: 
The “Drug” Is In Your Legs" 

 
 
For further information about the seminar series, contact 
Dr. Samarel at X72821. 
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A 2-year Falk Cardiovascular Research Fellowship has 
been awarded to Yevgeniya Koshman, Ph.D. Dr. 
Koshman received the Ph.D. degree in Bioengineering 
from the University of Illinois – Chicago under the 
direction of Dr. 
Brenda Russell. She 
then joined the CVI 
Research Division in 
December, 2007 as a 
Research Associate 
in Medicine in the 
laboratory of Dr. 
Allen Samarel.  Dr. 
Koshman’s research 
project deals with 
mechanotransduction 
in vascular smooth 
muscle and 
endothelial cells. 
 
Of note, Dr. Koshman is the 17th postdoctoral fellow to 
receive a Falk Cardiovascular Research Fellowship since 
inception of the program in 1996.  
 
 

 
Dr. Alain Heroux of the section of Heart 
Failure/Transplant is the principal investigator conducting 
the ASCEND-HF clinical trial on behalf of Scios. This is a 
double-blind, placebo-controlled, multicenter acute study 
of clinical effectiveness of nesiritide in subjects with 
decompensated heart failure. 
 
This trial’s purpose is to evaluate whether treatment with 
nesiritide improves patient outcomes (as measured by 
reduction in the composite of HF rehospitalization and all-
cause mortality through 30 days after randomization) or 
HF symptoms (as measured by subject self-assessed 
Likert dyspnea scale at 6 hours and 24 hours after study 
drug initiation) compared with placebo, when each is 
administered in addition to other standard therapies in 
patients with acute decompensated heart failure. 
 
This study is the largest clinical study in the field of acute 
decompensated heart failure and will provide extensive 
data to allow conclusive assessment of benefits and risks 
of nesiritide compared with currently available therapies. 
 
For more information or to alert the Heart 
Failure/Transplant team of potential participants, please 
contact the project’s coordinator, Cindy Finn, at 708-216-
2646. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Just another reminder that an endowment fund has been 
established to defray the cost of student travel and 
presentation at scientific meetings, and to support the 
cost of publishing scientific manuscripts by medical and 
graduate students.  The endowment has been funded by 
Richard E. White and Angeline (Faye) Schrater in 
memory of Mr. White’s parents.  Faculty members who 
require travel support for their students to attend scientific 
meetings, or to defray publication costs of student 
papers, should direct written requests for funding to Dr. 
Samarel, Director of Research, CVI. 
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