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The next CVI seminar will be held on Thursday, 
February 16, 2006 at 4:00 pm in The Van Kampen 
Conference Center, Building 110, Room 6274.  Our 
speaker is: 
 

Brenda Russell, Ph.D. 
Professor of Physiology & Biophysics, Medicine, and 

Bioengineering 
The University of Illinois at Chicago 

Chicago, IL  
 

The title Dr. Russell’s talk is: 
 

“Stem Cell Niche: 
Microtopography for Cardiac Cells” 

 
For further information about the CVI Seminar Series, 
contact Dr. Leanne Cribbs at  x72817. 
 

 
                  February 9….…….Dr. Cribbs 
 
For further information, contact Dr. Ken Byron at x72819. 
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Dr. Fred Leya of the section of Interventional Cardiology has 
teamed up with Dr. Jose Biller of Neurology to conduct the 
CREST Clinical Trial. Guidant Corporation is funding this trial 
through an NIH grant.  
 
This study is designed to determine whether carotid angioplasty 
with stenting is as effective as carotid endarterectomy in the 
prevention of stroke in patients with carotid artherosclerosis. The 
first few patients will receive carotid stenting. The remainder will 
be randomized to carotid stenting or carotid endarterectomy. 
 
Participants must be (1) between 18 years and 79 years old; (2) 
have a discrete lesion located in the internal carotid artery (with 
or without involvement of the contiguous common carotid artery); 
and (3) be symptomatic (with carotid stenosis 50% or more), as 
evidenced by transient ischemic attack, amaurosis fugax, minor 
or non-disabling stroke (in the hemisphere supplied by the target 
vessel), within 180 days of the treatment date OR be 
asymptomatic patients with carotid stenosis 70% or more. 
 
For more information or to alert the Interventional Cardiology 
team of potential participants, please contact the project’s 
coordinator, Katie Small, at 708-327-2761. 
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