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CVI SEMINAR SERIES

There will be no CVI Seminar during the month of
December. Monthly seminars will resume in January,
2006. Happy Holidays!

CVI JOURNAL CLUB

December8........... Dr. Martin

For further information, contact Dr. Byron at x72819.
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Dr. Alain Heroux of the section of Heart
Failure/Transplant is the principal investigator conducting
the ECLIPSE clinical trial on behalf of Otsuka Maryland
Research Institute, Inc.

The trial is a multicenter, double-blind, placebo-controlled
study to evaluate the effect of single oral tolvaptan tablets
on hemodynamic parameters in subjects with heart
failure.

Tolvaptan administration generates profuse, dose-
dependent production of dilute urine without significant
electrolyte loss. The compound is being developed as an
adjunct to diuretic therapy to treat patients with
decompensated heart failure.

The main objectives of this study are to evaluate the
effects of three doses of tolvaptan on hemodynamic
parameters in symptomatic heart failure patients who
have been on standard therapy and to identify the
mechanism of action of tolvaptan on the treatment of
volume overload and the relief of signs and symptoms of
congestion.

Heart failure patients who are on standard medications
for heart failure may be eligible for this study.

Patients will be admitted to the hospital for up to three
days. A catheter will be placed in the heart to monitor
heart measurements. If measurements are within the
limits for the trial, patients will be given one pill of either
study medication or placebo. There are 3 out of 4
chances to receive study medication. During the study,
patients will be closely monitored to determine the safety
and action of the study medication on heart function. Vital
signs and blood tests will be conducted during the stay.
After leaving the hospital, patients will be contacted by
phone seven days after they have received study
medications to answer a few questions.

For more information or to alert the Heart
Failure/Transplant team of potential participants, please
contact the project’'s coordinator, Melissa Hill, at
708.327.2723.




